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Public Libraries: Helping Vermonters Stay Afloat
Public libraries are proud to be partners in a statewide effort to help Vermonters manage in this time of fiscal crisis.  Here are just some of the services that your public libraries offer community members.
· Librarians help with online job searching:  Having a computer has become an essential tool to finding a job and almost every public library in our state offers free public use of computers.  Librarians not only help people apply online, they also direct people looking for jobs to employment websites where they can view job ads.
· Libraries provide computers to people who need to type resumes:   Librarians not only provide computer access to bridge the digital divide, but also help people find resume templates to help them be successful applicants. 
· Librarians help adults further their education to make them better equipped to find a job.  Librarians not only direct people to the most reliable information on educational opportunities, they also can assist them in navigating the application process.

· Libraries are clearinghouses for information on social services, veterans’ benefits, income tax issues, and other essential services.  Librarians work tirelessly with patrons not only to direct them to the agencies that can help them, but also help people with minimal computer skills to navigate social service websites. 
· Libraries provide a warm, inspiring environment for families in distress:  Parents who are working or searching for work rely on libraries as a place for their children to go after school.  They also serve the elderly, the homeless, and those who simply need a quiet social space in which to read and interact with neighbors.
For more information contact: 

Vermont Library Association Government Relations Committee

Co chairs: Hilari Farrington, Kellogg-Hubbard Library 223-3338

Lisa von Kann, St. Johnsbury Athenaeum 748-8291
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