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Did you miss previous issues of
the VLA News? Don't despair!
You can read them on the VLA
website!
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Meet Your Leaders

VLA is here to help you. The
people who make up the
Executive Board, Section &
Committee leaders and
Representatives volunteer their
time for VLA because they feel
that it is important to be
involved in an organization that
benefits Vermont librarians and
their profession as a whole.
Below is a list of your VLA
leaders. For more contact
information, see the VLA
Leadership Directory. Let them
know if you would like to be
involved in VLA, too!
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Vice President/President-elect:
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Mary Danko

Secretary:
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From the President

by Daisy Benson

Dear colleagues, it is an honor to serve as VLA president. |
have big shoes to fill; Mary Danko was a superlative
president and | am grateful to have her by my side in the role
of past president. Likewise, | am grateful to the entire board,
all of whom work hard to keep VLA running smoothly.

There is lots to be excited about from VLA this year, including

» Working with our new legislative lobbyist, Cal Hale —
Putting this in place represents years of work and
planning by the VLA Government Relations
Committee

« Building on a project that Mary introduced last year to
strengthen relationships with partner groups and
institutions

« Participating in the New England Intellectual Freedom
Helpline to respond to book challenges in our region

« Participating in the Sustainable Libraries Initiative —
Did you all see that the Charlotte Public Library
became the first certified sustainable library in the
state recently? Congratulations!

» Sponsored events from roundtables and sections
such as the Friends Forum

« A joint conference with colleagues from the Vermont
School Library Association

| recently had the opportunity to speak with peers from the
other New England state associations. It was both sobering
and invigorating. All states in our region are concerned about
the cancellation of IMLS funding; the threat of challenges to
materials; and burnout among librarians in their states.
Despite these challenges lots of good work is coming from
each state including

» Connecticut recently passed an ebook bill that limits
the restrictions that publishers can place on
purchased ebooks

» New Hampshire had such success with their lobbyist
that they are considering hiring a second one!

» Connecticut recently conducted a statewide
compensation survey (results not shared yet)

* Rhode Island had great success generating member
involvement at small regional meet-ups

In the coming year, | hope that you will find opportunities to
engage with colleagues through VLA. Keep an eye out for
more communication how you can participate in the VLA
community.

Daisy Benson (she/her)
VLA President
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Loren Polk

Treasurer:
Barbara Ball

Section Representatives

College & Special Libraries
Section President:
VACANT

Organizes workshops and
assists college and special
librarians.

Membership & Outreach Chair:
Erica Shott

Maintains membership
database and communications.

Public Libraries Section
President:

VACANT

Organizes workshops and
assists public librarians.

Trustees & Friends President:
Kevin Unrath

Organizes workshops and
assists library trustees.

Committees

Government Relations &
Advocacy Chair:
Margaret Woodruff
Assists libraries with
connections to legislators.

Intellectual Freedom Chair:
Randal Smathers

Assists librarians with
challenges to library materials
and issues related to patron
privacy.

Scholarship & Awards Chair:
Pamela Cartier

Oversees VLA awards and
scholarships.

Vermont Library Conference
Co-Chairs:

Maria Avery

Erin Davison

Roundtables

Equity, Diversity, Inclusion
Chair:

VACANT

Supports libraries in providing
better service to diverse
populations.

Personnel Chair:

VACANT

Assists librarians with
questions related to personnel
issues.

Technical Services Chair:
Erik van Eck

Organizes workshops & assists

technical services librarians.

Library Professor, David W. Howe Memorial Library, UVM
president@yvermontlibraries.org

Leadership

by Amy Williams
Library Leadership In New England (LLINE)

This past year was the first cohort for Library Leadership in New
England. Our group was 24 folks from different types of libraries
throughout New England. This is a heartful, intentional, and very
effective year of guided self-study for anyone, anywhere within
their organization. Nobody used their job title, which was
surprisingly and deeply refreshing. Instead, the group spoke openly
and thoughtfully about the workings and challenges of their own
organizations and how to Lead From Anywhere. This program is
transformative.

At one of our final meetings, we went around the room and
everyone described the experience of LLINE in three words. The
responses included “Intentional, grounding, tethering, practical,
supported, an absolute pleasure, inspiring, thought-provoking,
confidence-boosting, well-equipped, so helpful, contemplative and
cathartic, 'biggening,’ foundation, fun and soul-feeding,
enlightening...” This is an annual program, and more information
can be found at www.libraryleadersinne.com.

VLA Leadership

Thank you to Kevin Unrath for becoming our new Friends and
Trustees Section President!

VLA needs your brains. Do you enjoy using your knowledge,
working in a group of like-minded people, and being well-
supported? Consider picking up a title for that, you deserve it!
Currently seeking: Public Libraries Section President; College and
Special Libraries President; Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion
Comittee Chair; Youth Services Roundtable Chair; and one
representative to ALA. All of these positions participate in the hour-
long VLA full board meetings held every other month, where you
will be surrounded by your witty and passionate peers. If you are
interested or have questions, please email Amy Williams (VLA VP)
at amy@rutlandfree.org.

Amy Williams

VLA Vice President

Assistant Director, Rutland Free Library
amy@rutlandfree.org

Update on NECHE Draft

by Daisy Benson

Thanks to everyone who submitted feedback to the New England
Higher Education Commission (NECHE) concerning their proposed
draft revision of their standards. The draft that they shared
eliminated language requiring accredited colleges and universities
to have libraries and/or librarians. | heard from many of you who
sent feedback and your letters to the committee were strong
statements of the important work that academic librarians and
libraries play on their campuses and in their communities.

At their half-hour Zoom listening session on October 29 (scheduled
in response to all of the comments they received), NECHE said
that they received 700+ comments. Lots of Vermont librarians were
on the Zoom call (way to show up!) and several of them spoke
eloquently in defense of libraries. Sadly, the call had a cap of 300
participants, and many people were unable to attend. We will
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Daisy Benson (she/her)
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Library Professor, David W. Howe Memorial Library, UVM
president@vermontlibraries.org

Vermont Libraries
in the News

compiled by Susan Larson

Vermont's four Carnegie Libraries receive $10,000 each from the
Carnegie Corporation of New York foundation

Fair Haven Free Library

Fletcher Free Library

Morristown Centennial Library

Rockingham Free Public Library
www.carnegie.org/news/articles/hundreds-of-carnegie-libraries-to-
receive-10000-gifts-in-celebration-of-united-states-250th-
anniversary

"Life Story: Robert Resnik ‘Was a Loud Librarian™
www.sevendaysvt.com/arts-culture/lifestories/life-story-robert-
resnik-was-a-loud-librarian

Legendary Vermont storyteller Tim Jennings performs at Aldrich
Public Library's first annual Fall Festival
www.timesargus.com/theworld/libraries-seniors---oct-23-2025/
article 32bec1e9-fb2d-4591-880f-0e0022d6b5dc.html

"Community Heroes Story Time comes to Chittenden Public
Library"
www.rutlandherald.com/news/local/community-heroes-story-time-
comes-to-chittenden-public-library-this-saturday/article 11c8e2dd-
d2b2-4a3d-843a-0573cccdd751.html

"Burglar Takes Two Macs From Bethel Library"
www.ourherald.com/articles/burglar-takes-two-macs-from-bethel-
library

"A cross-border landmark faces a restrictive new future" (CBS
Sunday Morning)
www.cbsnews.com/news/haskell-free-library-and-opera-house-a-
cross-border-landmark-faces-a-restrictive-new-future

"Cobleigh Library Coin Drop Raises More Than $2,100 for
Improvements”

www.northstarmonthly.com/community news/cobleigh-library-coin-
drop-raises-more-than-2-100-for-improvements/

collection 3b2d2d95-11a4-44a1-b5bc-007f6657da15.html

Hitchcock Memorial Museum & Library renovations planned
www.newportvermontdailyexpress.com/news/westfield-
selectboard-discusses-library-renovation-closure/

article 49ca9d41-7275-41ea-9504-8a18ee206da8.html

"Fletcher Memorial Library thanks Friends of the Library" during
National Friends of Libraries Week
vermontjournal.com/news/fletcher-memorial-library-thanks-friends-
of-the-library

"Hardwick Select Board Approves $20K for [Jeudevine] Library
Project"

www.northstarmonthly.com/what s happening_at_town_hall/
hardwick-select-board-approves-20k-for-library-project/

article 9d7c693d-2158-4419-9dd9-a9177e6dbbdb.html
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Swanton Public Library receives $10,000 National Endowment for
the Arts Big Read grant
www.samessenger.com/news/big-read-comes-to-swanton-
community-program-launches-featuring-gratitude/
article_02a74a5f-0661-4d54-8afa-7ffeab60f1d7.html

"Turn the Page: South Burlington welcomes new public library
director"

www.vicng.com/otherpapersbvt/news/local news/turn-the-page-
south-burlington-welcomes-new-public-library-director/

article 8ab94bd8-c86b-4954-baf6-7df16eb32e9d.html

Brooks Memorial Library hosts local history enthusiast Jonah
Spivak on Vermont's celebration of America's 250th anniversary
www.reformer.com/special-guest-to-discuss-vermonts-plans-for-
americas-250th/article 84904a02-9e05-4a20-8442-
f7¢c21b5f5¢c0e.html

"Author Charles Fergus draws full house to Lyndonville library"
www.northstarmonthly.com/author-charles-fergus-draws-full-house-
to-lyndonville-library/

collection €39006e7-7d44-4cf2-9¢71-9d3a8d8cb73f.html

"Two computers stolen from Bethel Library"
www.newportdispatch.com/2025/10/10/two-computers-stolen-from-
bethel-library

Fletcher Memorial Library receives $1,000 Ben & Jerry's
Foundation grant
vermontjournal.com/health/healing-kits-at-fletcher-memorial-library

"Two Vermont Book Fests Highlight National-Caliber Authors"
www.sevendaysvt.com/arts-culture/books-arts-culture/two-
vermont-book-fests-highlight-national-caliber-authors

"Censorship, imagination and healing with Vermont's literary
community"
www.vermontpublic.org/show/vermont-edition/2025-10-14/
censorship-imagination-and-healing-with-vermonts-literary-
community

Williston Public Library celebrates 120-year legacy
www.willistonobserver.com/forum/letters to the editor/letter-
celebrate-library-s-120-year-legacy/article ab880bfb-cdaa-45e9-
b103-003efcbc4366.html

"Enosburgh Public Library launches windphone for mental health
help"
www.samessenger.com/news/enosburg-windphone-mental-health/
article a9acae1a-320b-41f3-93b1-c78ec178aa7e.html

"Pawlet Library staff resigns after former director is offered her job
back"
www.manchesterjournal.com/local-news/pawlet-library-staff-
resigns-after-former-director-is-offered-her-job-back/

article d495beef-6224-4db3-bfb6-22e4907 3f498.html

Bennington Rotary Club and Bennington Rescue Squad provide
AED resources and training to John G. McCullough Free Library
www.facebook.com/VTLibraryAssociation/posts/
pfbid02MTSkyrNiXcZZLdGFb1ACmu5gWvPMX3C1ghoZgLSBRKN
Yo6QDTBTd1AfEn5djzk5il

Springfield Town Library hosts “Beyond the Robe: A Conversation
with Judges”
vermontjournal.com/news/community-conversation-with-judges-at-
springfield-library

"Children find a furry friend in Milton Public Library’s ‘Read to
Jasper’ program"
www.miltonindependent.com/news/therapy-dog-milton-library/
article 4d372215-1249-4df0-b7cc-4€30d0c52547.html
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"Betsy Fournier is the new director of Highgate Library &
Community Center"
www.facebook.com/VTLibraryAssociation/posts/
pfbid021HhGKgmavYkgUALfJDtpxoAXMycAB6R3y6ta7 TAgGEpJosvr
F2kEyCC54gWCoBt22CI

"FCC moves to end discounts for Wi-Fi hotspot lending and school
bus connectivity"
www.wcax.com/2025/10/01/fcc-moves-end-discounts-wi-fi-hotspot-
lending-school-bus-connectivity

Brown Public Library in Northfield receives $75,000 Paul Bruhn
Historic Revitalization grant
www.timesargus.com/news/community/times-argus-community-
news-for-sept-26-2025/article d06be475-
f500-42f1-833e-464eb5fe2937.html

"VPIRG donates historic records to UVM Silver Special Collections
Library"
vermontbiz.com/news/2025/september/29/vpirg-donates-historic-
records-uvm-silver-special-collections-library-oct-1

Richmond Free Library hosts second annual Halloween costume
swap
www.mynbc5.com/article/halloween-costume-swap/68073775

"Celebrate nature with local author Jonathan Otto at Whiting
Library"
vermontjournal.com/news/celebrate-nature-with-local-author-
jonathan-otto-at-whiting-library

"T-Mobile awards Burlington $50K grant for Fletcher Free Library"
www.mychamplainvalley.com/news/local-news/t-mobile-awards-
burlington-50k-grant-for-fletcher-free-library

"McCullough Library reaches summer reading goals, nears
fundraising target”
www.benningtonbanner.com/local-news/much-to-celebrate-
mccullough-library-reaches-summer-reading-goals-nears-
fundraising-target/article 1efbccbe-9b6b-4d71-
aa09-832eb06ce71e.html

"Disaster preparedness program at Fletcher Memorial Library"
vermontjournal.com/news/disaster-preparedness-program-t-
fletcher-memorial-library

"On your mark. Get set. Read: Waterbury’s silent reading parties
catch on"
www.waterburyroundabout.org/community-archive/on-your-mark-
get-set-read-waterburys-silent-reading-parties-catch-on

"West Burke Invests In Library, Park As Part Of Revitalization
Push"
www.caledonianrecord.com/news/local/west-burke-invests-in-
library-park-as-part-of-revitalization-push/

article bfc160c2-3f3e-5aef-a816-60954ccb4f2e.html

Pierson Library was the setting for Adult Programming Coordinator
Jasper Oliver's wedding
www.vtcng.com/shelburnenews/community/storybook-wedding/
article_c8a1d6bc-9a6f-4ab9-8c4e-70f39f1eaal2.html

Bree Drapa is South Burlington Public Library’s new director
www.mychamplainvalley.com/top-stories/meet-south-burlingtons-
new-library-director-bree-drapa

Rutland Free Library trustees thank Friends of the Library
www.rutlandherald.com/opinion/letters/library-trustees-thank-
friends/article 87d1ae5a-e01e-4c90-b056-6911b297fc68.html

Matt DeLaney "takes helm at Manchester Community Library"
www.manchesterjournal.com/local-news/new-director-takes-helm-
at-manchester-community-library/
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article 41e738a1-71c4-4e12-93f9-edcc4633c092.html

Yale University Press book designer Sally Harris honored at
Weathersfield Proctor Library
vermontjournal.com/news/sally-harris-book-designs-to-be-honored-
at-weathersfield-library

"Brazen'’ theft: Painting lifted from [Dorothy Alling Memorial]
Library"

www.willistonobserver.com/living/arts_and entertainment/brazen-
theft-painting-lifted-from-library/article 5f5484ea-daae-450f-900d-
ce3af34cf3ca.html

"Brownell Library installed a complimentary telephone outside the
library, thanks to support from Randtel"
www.facebook.com/VTLibraryAssociation/posts/
pfbid02L8S3XPW5FXaGiwp1GP77wueWw79Xs2q3LUzEqQSTSY
daweN7VQaRMf2U78WakPLRI

"Springfield Library welcomes new director" Christine Edwins
vermontjournal.com/news/springfield-library-welcomes-new-
director

"Wilder Memorial Library director [Jessica Clapp] to step down"
vermontjournal.com/news/wilder-memorial-library-director-to-step-
down

Wilder Memorial Library director announces departure
www.manchesterjournal.com/community-news/wilder-memorial-
library-announces-timeline-for-expansion-change-to-library-
directors-role/article db271156-6340-4155-acdb-
f818c4cbb6e7.html

"Class-action suit claims Otter Al secretly records private work
conversations"
www.npr.org/2025/08/15/g-s1-83087/otter-ai-transcription-class-
"Due to privacy concerns, the [Vermont Department of Libraries]
currently does not allow Al notetakers, including Otter.ai, that have
not been specifically vetted and contracted by the State into its
online meetings." (Vermont Department of Libraries Resource
Update 8/19/25)

"Pawlet Library Board sets plans to hire new director"
www.manchesterjournal.com/local-news/pawlet-library-board-sets-
plans-to-hire-new-director/article d09cc9bd-06af-4b35-
a6¢1-628ab66c2693.html

"Rare white monarch released by Waterbury Public Library"
www.wcax.com/2025/08/15/rare-white-monarch-released-by-
waterbury-public-library

"For one Waterbury monarch, white is the new orange"
www.rutlandherald.com/news/local/for-one-waterbury-monarch-
white-is-the-new-orange/article 740450a8-5¢37-5a3f-98f1-
b1a5e1545447.html

"As U.S.-Canadian Goodwill Dries Up, the Haskell Is an Oasis"
www.sevendaysvt.com/news/as-us-canadian-goodwill-dries-up-
the-haskell-is-an-oasis-44219524

"Rotarians hear about new [Springfield Town] Library director’s
vision"
vermontjournal.com/news/rotarians-hear-about-new-library-
directors-vision

"Burlington Library Turns Chain-Link Fence Into Story Stroll"
www.sevendaysvt.com/news/burlington-library-turns-chain-link-
fence-into-story-stroll-44156116

"New Book on Historic Craftsbury Benefits the Public Library"
www.sevendaysvt.com/arts-culture/new-book-on-historic-
craftsbury-benefits-the-public-library-44155782
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"Run, don't walk, to the South Burlington Public Library for Aaron
Hurwitz's 'Goatagraphs II' exhibit"
www.sevendaysvt.com/arts-culture/seven-cant-miss-vermont-
events-this-week-august-13-20-2025-44207470

"A New Mission for Libraries: Supporting Children With Dyslexia"
(Kellogg-Hubbard)
montpelierbridge.org/2025/07/a-new-mission-for-libraries-
supporting-children-with-dyslexia

Charlotte Library Director Margaret Woodruff in Association for
Rural & Small Libraries (ARSL) Spotlight
www.facebook.com/VTLibraryAssociation/posts/
pfbid04v7VhSM73ACUc664LWWLApXW9IG5axtE13vUaeexwpCqr
TH1UutaCFuBVGHYumvJEI

Middletown Springs Public Library is moving to a bigger building
www.wcax.com/2025/07/23/middletown-springs-gets-ready-write-
its-next-chapter

"Successful head of Bixby Library is stepping down"
www.addisonindependent.com/2025/07/24/successful-head-of-
bixby-library-is-stepping-down

"Restoration project underway to preserve Burlington library"
www.wcax.com/2025/07/28/restoration-project-underway-preserve-
burlington-library

7 surprising ways the public library can save you money
www.npr.org/2023/10/16/1199885817/how-to-get-the-most-out-of-
your-library

Susan Larson, MLIS
VLA Digital Communications Volunteer
susanularson@gmail.com

Visit Us on the Web!
https://vermontlibraries.org/

Vermont Library Association
PO Box 803, Burlington, VT 05402
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