
 
 
 
 

VLA News
Februrary 2026

Table of Contents
 
Articles
President
Government Relations
Public Libraries
Substitute Pool
AI
Sustainable Libraries
News

 
Sidebar
Back Issues
Meet Your Leaders
Library Jobs & Subs
ATTN: Gmail Users

Back Issues
 
Did you miss previous issues of
the VLA News? Don't despair!
You can read them on the VLA
website!

VLA News back issues

Meet Your Leaders

VLA is here to help you. The
people who make up the
Executive Board, Section &
Committee leaders and
Representatives volunteer their
time for VLA because they feel
that it is important to be
involved in an organization that
benefits Vermont librarians and
their profession as a whole.
Below is a list of your VLA
leaders. For more contact
information, see the VLA
Leadership Directory. Let them
know if you would like to be
involved in VLA, too! 
 
Executive Board

President:
Daisy Benson

From the President
by Daisy Benson

Dear Colleagues,

As I write this message February is bringing frigid cold to our
Brave Little State but I am excited to say that things are hot,
hot, hot with the Vermont Library Association!

The VLA Government Relations & Advocacy Committee
(GRAC) has worked diligently for the last two years to build
support at the statehouse for a bill (S. 232) that would
expand libraries access to state funding for early childhood
literacy; afterschool and summer programming; and monies
for capital projects, establish a Vermont Libraries Day, and
more. Their work has included hiring lobbyist, Cal Hale, to
guide us through the legislative process, and his work has
demonstrably helped us move forward.

On January 22, two members of the GRAC submitted formal
written and oral testimony supporting S.232 to the state
Senate Committee on Education. Margaret Woodruff and
Amy Williams spoke eloquently and answered questions
about the vital work being done in libraries throughout the
state to support literacy, build stronger communities, and of
the need for more financial support to carry on this work.
State Librarian, Catherine Delneo, also testified in support of
the bill. She indicated her support for the bill and noted that
her department would be excited to help libraries support
more afterschool programming and clarified for the
committee how this work is different than daycare models
and suggested specific inclusion of support of interlibrary
loan in the bill. It was great to see VLA and the Department of
Libraries working together.

I know you’ll all join me in thanking GRAC Chair Margaret
Woodruff and committee members Amy Williams, Barbara
Ball, Rachel Donaldson Muse, Kristin Baumann, Katie Male-
Riordan, Mary Danko, and former VLA President Oceana
Wilson for their time and leadership in doing this work.

VLA had hoped to co-sponsor our annual conference with the
Vermont School Library Association this spring, but those
plans have fallen through. We are currently working to
finalize a date and location (likely June 1, 2026 in Chittenden
County) and will share more information as soon as it is
available. If you are interested in volunteering to help plan the
conference, please send a message of interest
to conference@vermontlibraries.org. 
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Vice President/President-elect:
Amy Williams

Past President:
Mary Danko
 
Secretary:
Loren Polk

Treasurer: 
Barbara Ball
 
Section Representatives

College & Special Libraries
Section President:
VACANT
Organizes workshops and
assists college and special
librarians.

Membership & Outreach Chair:
Erica Shott
Maintains membership
database and communications.
 
Public Libraries Section
President:
Traci Joy
Organizes workshops and
assists public librarians.
 
Trustees & Friends President: 
Kevin Unrath
Organizes workshops and
assists library trustees.

Committees

Government Relations &
Advocacy Chair:
Margaret Woodruff
Assists libraries with
connections to legislators.
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better service to diverse
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Daisy Benson (she/her)
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Library Professor, David W. Howe Memorial Library, UVM
president@vermontlibraries.org

VLA Government
Relations & Advocacy

by Margaret Woodruff

The VLA Government Relations & Advocacy Committee is excited
to continue our work in 2026. This legislative season has gotten off
to a promising start with the introduction of S.232, "An act relating
to public libraries and the Department of Libraries." The specifics of
the bill include some new opportunities and recognition for public
libraries. It proposes to amend the statutes related to libraries and
education grants to:

• Designate the third Monday in October as Vermont
Libraries Day,

• Expressly include public libraries in the list of eligible
recipients of afterschool and summer reading funding from
the Universal Afterschool and Summer Special Fund,

• Expressly include public libraries in the list of community
organizations eligible for early education funding,

• Modify the term “collection” to include digital or physical
materials wherever that term is used in the statute
governing the duties of the Department of Libraries,

• Require the Department of Libraries to publish guidance
documents concerning grants and funding available to
municipal public libraries,

• and Expressly authorize municipalities to bond for
improvements to any public library.

The full bill as introduced can be seen at legislature.vermont.gov/
Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/S-0232/
S-0232%20As%20Introduced.pdf

Members of the VLA committee had the opportunity to testify about
the bill before the Senate Committee on Education on Thursday,
January 22. Senators were interested in the possibilities for
expanding afterschool and summer offerings for libraries and in
learning about the need for repair and improvement of library
buildings.

If your library is in the district held by a senator on the Senate
Committee on Education, please consider reaching out to them
and thanking them for their consideration of this bill. This includes:

• Sen. Seth Bongartz, Chair
• Sen. David Weeks, Vice Chair
• Sen. Kesha Ram Hinsdale
• Sen. Nader Hashim
• Sen. Terry Williams, Clerk
• Sen. Steven Heffernan

If your library is in a district held by a co-sponsor of the bill, please
consider thanking them for their support of public libraries. This
includes:

• Sen. Ruth Hardy

            Additional sponsors:

• Sen. Thomas Chittenden
• Sen. Alison Clarkson
• Sen. Martine Gulick
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• Sen. Nader Hashim
• Sen. Virginia Lyons
• Sen. Joseph Major
• Sen. Tanya Vyhovsky
• Sen. Rebecca White

You can find the contact details for your senators at
legislature.vermont.gov/people/search/2026.

Don’t hesitate to contact any member of the VLA Government
Relations & Advocacy Committee with any questions! We are
grateful to have guidance from Cal Hale, our VLA lobbyist, to help
us navigate these advocacy efforts.

Can you join us on Tuesday, April 21 at the statehouse for Library
Legislative Day? We’d love to see you there!

Margaret Woodruff 
VLA Government Relations & Advocacy Committee Chair
Director, Charlotte Library
margaret@charlottepubliclibrary.org

Public Libraries
by Traci Joy

VLA Lower Connecticut River Valley Tour:
Friday, April 24 - starting at 10:00 AM
Starting at Brooks Memorial Library in Brattleboro

Afterwards, heading to the following:
Putney Public Library, Putney
Westminster-West Public Library, Putney
Rockingham Free Public Library, Bellows Falls
Springfield Town Library, Springfield

Save the date for the VLA Spring Library Tour! We'll spend about
an hour at each library getting a close-up behind-the-scenes look
at each library. The tours are meant to be educational and a good
way to swap and share ideas with other librarians. It's librarian-
focused, but of course if "normal" people are interested, they can
totally come along! Also, people usually drive or carpool depending
on how long they can be on the tour. We know people are really
busy, but these tours have been invaluable learning tools that can
improve library work. We hope to see you there! Email
director@hartlandlibraryvt.org with any questions!

Traci Joy
VLA Public Libraries Section President
Director, Hartland Public Library
director@hartlandlibraryvt.org

Library Substitute Pool 
by Sue Meyer

 
The Vermont Library Substitute Pool (VLSP) is under new
oversight. Sue Meyer, circulation librarian at the South Burlington
Public Library, is in the process of updating both the sub pool and
interested library lists. 

While this remains a work in progress, if you are interested in being
a library sub, please fill out the form at vermontlibraries.org/wp/
vlspform. If you are a library director interested in seeing the list to
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Other mail clients should
receive VLA News in its
entirety, but if not, please let
us know.

access potential substitute employees, or if you are interested in
getting on the library list, please email subs@vermontlibraries.org.
As always, determining pay, insurance, and hiring details is the
responsibility of hiring libraries. This program just makes the
connections!

If you have thoughts or suggestions on how this program can be
more beneficial to you, please send them along to
subs@vermontlibraries.org.

Sue Meyer (she/her)
Circulation Librarian, South Burlington Public Library
subs@vermontlibraries.org

Save the date! 
AI & Libraries: Usage,
Policies, and Concerns

Presented by Bobbi Lee Slossar, Technology Resources
Librarian from the New Hampshire State Library

Monday, March 23, 10 AM – Noon
Hartland Public Library

This session offers a practical, library-centered exploration of
artificial intelligence, focusing on library process applications
including digitization and discovery projects. Also, we will focus on
transcription of handwritten documents, creating structured data
from historical records, and using tools like NotebookLM as a
searchable internal knowledgebase. Alongside these use cases,
the program addresses policies, good practices, and governance
considerations, with an emphasis on transparency, ethics, and
responsible adoption. Taking a balanced and critical approach, the
session also examines AI’s broader societal and environmental
impacts, equipping library staff to make informed, mission-aligned
decisions about when—and whether—to use AI in their work.

Online option available, this session will not be recorded.
Registration details coming soon.

From the VLA AI ad hoc committee:
Mary Danko
Susanna Kahn
Amy Olsen
Marie Schmukal

Sustainable Libraries
Initiative Webinar

Digital Decluttering: For Your Mind and the Planet
Thursday, February 26, 2026 | 2:00 PM ET

Join the Sustainable Libraries Initiative for a timely and practical
webinar led by Sarah Tribelhorn, Sciences and Sustainability
Librarian at San Diego State University. This session explores how
everyday digital habits—such as storing emails, files, and photos—
impact energy use, e-waste, and our own mental well-being.

Participants will learn simple, actionable steps to reduce digital
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clutter, lower their carbon footprint, and create a more focused,
manageable digital environment. This webinar offers benefits for
both personal productivity and environmental sustainability.

Registration Link: us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
Up8XQNaCTOu3ofESoNep-g#/registration

Alex Blend
Sustainability Coordinator
Sustainable Libraries Initiative
alex@suffolknet.org 

Vermont Libraries
in the News

compiled by Susan Larson

"Renovations underway" at Arvin A. Brown Public Library in
Richford
www.samessenger.com/news/renovations-underway-richford-
library-goes-open-floorplan/article_ec6e1763-9d99-4bb4-b2ac-
d75ce5e09376.html

"Aldrich Public Library: Finding light, connection, community"
www.timesargus.com/news/local/aldrich-public-library-finding-light-
connection-community/article_c572ef31-be99-4c9d-a1e8-
ff2a1bdea07b.html

"Northeast Kingdom residents united by reading groups"
(Pope Memorial Library, Peacham Library, Cobleigh Public Library,
St. Johnsbury Athenaeum, Groton Free Public Library)
www.northstarmonthly.com/features/northeast-kingdom-residents-
united-by-reading-groups/article_f4951acf-6d03-488a-
a1b5-0b158185e65f.html

"John G McCullough Library director details big plans to Village
Trustees"
www.benningtonbanner.com/local-news/john-g-mccullough-library-
director-details-big-plans-to-village-trustees/
article_a7d93a30-7ef8-48a4-908b-f78af2932f66.html

Renovation project at Mary L. Blood Memorial Library planned for
2026
www.facebook.com/VTLibraryAssociation/photos/the-mary-l-blood-
memorial-library-brownsville-west-windsor-vermont-board-of-
trus/1295157159321137

"Jericho Town Library raising money to help cover costly repairs of
aging building"
www.mynbc5.com/article/jericho-town-library-raising-money-to-
help-cover-costly-repairs-of-aging-building/69962434

"Carpenter-Carse receives grant for [American
Semiquincentennial] programming"
www.vtcng.com/thecitizenvt/news/local_news_hinesburg/
carpenter-carse-receives-grant-for-programming/
article_13a012e5-0993-452f-a515-eaea84b12d7c.html

"Accepting Library Grant Is Good Long-Term Policy for Randolph"
(Kimball Public Library)
www.ourherald.com/articles/accepting-library-grant-is-good-long-
term-policy-for-randolph

"South Burlington Public Library to open on Sundays"
www.vtcng.com/otherpapersbvt/community/noteworthy/south-
burlington-public-library-to-open-on-sundays/article_db2dc8b1-
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"Book distributor [Baker and Taylor] shutting down deals logistical
blow to libraries"
www.npr.org/2025/12/29/nx-s1-5638892/book-distributor-shutting-
down-deals-logistical-blow-to-libraries

"What Franklin County read in 2025, according to local libraries"
(St. Albans Free Library, Bent Northrop Memorial Library, and
Fairfax Community Library)
www.samessenger.com/news/what-franklin-county-read-in-2025-
according-to-local-libraries/article_6f860ed1-175f-45cb-af6f-
be69ebd4318e.html

Fletcher Free Library served meals on Christmas Day
www.wcax.com/2025/12/25/burlington-library-serves-holiday-
meals-community

South Burlington Public Library hosted Best of Storytellers event
www.vtcng.com/otherpapersbvt/news/local_news/libraries-host-
stories-in-and-out-of-books/article_2bff75b0-c83c-4466-
ae39-1f4c00fbf6d7.html

"Pownal Elementary School students' 'colorful, joyful show' opens
at the Solomon Wright Public Library"
www.benningtonbanner.com/arts_and_culture/pownal-elementary-
school-students-colorful-joyful-show-opens-at-the-solomon-wright-
public-library/article_cf5eab2c-9275-4993-900e-
eac6c80a9c91.html

Brooks Memorial Library Director Starr LaTronica retiring in April
2026
https://www.commonsnews.org/issue/846/846Starr_retiring

Annual Winter Concert series at South Burlington Public Library
www.vtcng.com/otherpapersbvt/opinion/opinion_columns/winter-
sounds-ring-out-from-library-concerts/
article_3f22d4e8-9f18-4d50-8594-0dd2091a2577.html

"Solstice Puzzlepalooza at Rockingham Library"
vermontjournal.com/news/solstice-puzzlepalooza-at-rockingham-
library

Bookmobile "Remains a Vital Resource in a Handful of
Communities"
(Article highlights Cobleigh Public Library and Dorothy Alling
Memorial Library)
www.vtmag.com/post/a-world-of-books

Firewood moisture content meters available for loan at 63 Vermont
libraries
dec.vermont.gov/node/18261/firewood-moisture-meter-loan-
program

Vermont Genealogy Library hosts two December events
www.vtcng.com/news_and_citizen/community/genealogy-library-
hosts-two-upcoming-events/article_3c45d230-d204-4dab-b043-
f3fe4282ade9.html

"Local beekeeper and author Kirk Webster featured at Ilsey Public
Library VT Author Series"
www.middleburycampus.com/article/2025/12/local-beekeeper-and-
author-kirk-webster-featured-at-ilsey-public-library-vt-author-series

"Pierson Library leads in reflections on democracy"
www.vtcng.com/shelburnenews/news/local_news/pierson-library-
leads-in-reflections-on-democracy/article_368d994f-f77b-4b9a-
a48d-f309f9c85857.html
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"Friends of the [Milton Public] Library roll out record 70 baskets for
annual holiday raffle"
www.miltonindependent.com/news/milton-library-holiday-basket-
raffle/article_9c01abb8-b867-4c31-b12f-6dd02a5208ea.html

Middletown Springs Public Library, Morristown Centennial Library,
and Rockingham Free Public Library receive Vermont Business
Magazine AARP Vermont Winter Placemaking Grants
https://vermontbiz.com/news/2025/november/23/aarp-vermont-
announces-2025-winter-placemaking-grant-recipients

"Wilder Memorial Library welcomes new director" (Faye Conte
Mack)
vermontjournal.com/news/wilder-memorial-library-welcomes-new-
director

"Grafton Public Library Gingerbread House Extravaganza"
vermontjournal.com/holiday-happenings/grafton-public-library-
gingerbread-house-extravaganza

"Expansion Project Enhances Jeudevine Library in Hardwick"
www.northstarmonthly.com/news/local/expansion-project-
enhances-jeudevine-library-in-hardwick/article_506ba810-
d5ee-474a-ad46-7a53713cb453.html

"Trouble in the stacks: Pawlet divided over rehiring of library
director and resignation of staff"
vtdigger.org/2025/11/25/trouble-in-the-stacks-pawlet-divided-over-
rehiring-of-library-director-and-resignation-of-staff

"Fourth annual nonfiction comic book festival draws hundreds to
Fletcher Free Library"
www.wcax.com/2025/11/16/fourth-annual-nonfiction-comic-book-
festival-draws-hundreds-fletcher-free-library

"Williston considers $15M bond for library expansion, town green
renovation"
www.wcax.com/2025/11/16/williston-considers-15-million-bond-
library-expansion-town-green-renovation

"Putney Public Library to host Dinosaur Footprint Fossil Show &
Tell"
www.reformer.com/community-news/putney-public-library-to-host-
dinosaur-footprint-fossil-show-tell-with-willis-mccumber/
article_ea72df31-822d-43d8-bf39-210bdf9d473c.html

Bradford, Quechee, and Wilder public libraries partner with
American Heart Association to loan blood pressure cuffs to patrons
vnews.com/2025/10/29/upper-valley-libraries-blood-pressure

"[Jeudevine Memorial] Library hosts talk on end-of-life plans"
www.vtcng.com/news_and_citizen/community/library-hosts-talk-on-
end-of-life-plans/article_693346d6-f194-4f4e-ba10-
e00e97ebe336.html

"Morristown library hosts talk on local democracy"
www.vtcng.com/news_and_citizen/community/morristown-library-
hosts-talk-on-local-democracy/article_679d7ecd-09c7-42e1-9fb5-
ddb020816cd7.html

"Rutland’s library hoped to close the book on a building saga.
Instead, it’s opening a new one."
vtdigger.org/2025/11/14/rutlands-library-hoped-to-close-the-book-
on-a-building-saga-instead-its-opening-a-new-one

"'Speaking for the river': Local advocate and poet to share work,
fundraising efforts at Solomon Wright Public Library"
www.benningtonbanner.com/arts_and_culture/speaking-for-the-
river-local-advocate-and-poet-to-share-work-fundraising-efforts-at-
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solomon/article_52b90fe5-e4bb-4a6b-93b0-a6f18ac85b45.html

"Middletown Springs begins work on new library"
www.rutlandherald.com/news/local/middletown-springs-begins-
work-on-new-library/article_f0c9acde-1278-4f19-
ac0c-90ae99602b57.html

"Plan would use Rutland library as overnight cold weather shelter"
www.wcax.com/2025/11/05/plan-would-use-rutland-library-
overnight-cold-weather-shelter

"Gift Aims To Replace Stolen Computers: Family Donates $3K to
Bethel Library"
www.ourherald.com/articles/gift-aims-to-replace-stolen-computers

"Rutland Library abandons Bloomer Building move"
www.rutlandherald.com/news/local/rutland-library-abandons-
bloomer-building-move/
article_a24fea9a-2548-4969-9b5e-44fd3f0248f6.html

"Vermont Circus Festival brings joy of clowning to [Brooks
Memorial Library]"
www.keenesentinel.com/news/local/vermont-circus-festival-brings-
joy-of-clowning-to-brattleboro-youth/article_89538f4a-f3eb-4e53-
b9f6-0c3f814559b1.html

"Shelburne’s Pierson Library hosts veterans commemoration Nov.
10"
www.burlingtonfreepress.com/story/news/local/
vermont/2025/11/08/pierson-library-event-honoring-local-veterans-
set-for-nov-10/87125580007

"US-Canada border library hosts author Louise Penny in book tour
stop full of symbolism"
www.vermontpublic.org/local-news/2025-11-01/louise-penny-visits-
us-canada-border-haskell-library-black-wolf-book-tour

"[Haskell Free Library] hosts Canadian author’s appearance on
border"
vnews.com/2025/11/02/louise-penny-us-tour-cancelled

"Cobleigh Library Receives $72,000 for Electric Bookmobile"
www.northstarmonthly.com/news/local/cobleigh-library-
receives-72-000-for-electric-bookmobile/
article_18978018-8d83-4795-b81a-116a9199392e.html

Susan Larson, MLIS (she/they)
VLA Digital Communications Team
susanularson@proton.me

Visit Us on the Web!
https://vermontlibraries.org/

Vermont Library Association
PO Box 803, Burlington, VT 05402
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