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This kid wanted to be a writer
when She grew up:

(She still does!)



So, She decided to
write Some books.
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Her parents and
sisters loved her
bookS and gave
them all 5 stars.




One day, a visiting writer came to visit her
fourth grade class.




She was So excited
to get to work with
a REAL WRITER!




But it turned out that the REAL
WRITER was Sort of a jerk and
wasn't very good with kids. He
pointed out all of the things that
were wrong with her writing,




when She went home that day, She cried
and cried and cried, and told her parents
She didn't want to be a writer anymore.




wouldn't it have been great if
She'd had a group that
encouraged her to write, a
group that helped her express
her creativity, a Space where
She could Share her work?
(This is where we Step in!)



Creative Writing at the Library!




(For the record, Miss
Zarzicki was aweSome.
when She heard I went
home and cried, She
told the guy off and
convinced me to keep
writing))




"Every child is an artist. The

problem iS how to remain an

artist once (S)he grows up.’
-Pablo Picasso



Do you like
to write?

Join us for our
Drop-In Creative

Writing Workshop!
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CREATive writing iS
about CREATIVITY
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Cutting edge technology
like this not necessary
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If poSSible, purchase a
notebook and pencil for
every Kid. GiveS young
writers more pride and
ownersShip of their work.






Connecting with Schools

e Make arrangements to meet at the
School
o After School Program

e Contact teachers and librarians to
Spread the word









Creative writing workShops

e Writing Prompts - Ideas to
start writing

e Writing Exercises

® Games!
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Hiction or Nonfiction?
(2 Truths & a Lie)
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writing Exercises
"wWriting from the Heart™

Keep a collection of things you
know or care about So that you
never Suffer writer's block.
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http://www.Scholastic.
com/content/collateral reSources/pdf/h/HPLeS
Sonl.Final.pdf




Popsicle Stick Prompt




WordleSs Picture BookS
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Have writers write (or tell) what they See
happening in the illustrations. who are the main
characters? what is the setting? what challenges
does the character face and overcome?



Photo Prompts

Newspix / Rex Features. Dog HelpsS A Little Girl Drink From A
water Fountain. 2012. Photograph. BriSbane, Australia.

Getty Images. Trunkful 13 December 1956. Photograph.
London, England.
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airy Tales

Stories that use fairy tales you know and then change
the characters, the setting, points of view, or plots.

S THE STIVKY

olher
FAIRLYSTUPID
TAL

\S

1')

< ‘:;'\'.-'«f\,,(: .R.E;D He







N\ 99¢0¢
\

-~
- . - - - e

- . - R - - o0 .

W W . . . G W P —— . AP “Y

- -




Paper
Telephone




Mad LibS

war‘ning: writers may be
tempted to be a bit inappropriate.




write Your Own!
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For the talkative crew...

e ConversSations!
o Set up Scenario
o Pair up
o Write!




Encourage writers to
Share, but don't preSSure
them!



When Someone iS Sharing,

o Listen.
e ReSpond with respect and
encouragement!
e Concentrate on the positives:
o "what did the writer do well? what did
you like about it?"



You write,
too!

"That was actually
pretty good..”




Poetry Slams & Open MicsS

e Open mics for poetry, music, Some karaoke.
:)

e CoffechouSe atmoSphere
o Baked goods, drinks

e Sound SyStem, microphone if poSsible to
make it OFFICIAL













Circle ReadingsS

Unintimidating, welcoming, and
reSpectful atmoSphere




Other Opportunities

e Young Writers Project
o http://youngwritersproject.org/

e PBRS Kids writers Contest
o http//wwwvpt.org/writers

® Center for Cartoon StudiesS http://www.

cartoonsStudies.org/index.php/programs/Summer-
workShopS/



http://youngwritersproject.org/
http://youngwritersproject.org/
http://www.vpt.org/writers
http://www.vpt.org/writers
http://www.cartoonstudies.org/index.php/programs/summer-workshops/
http://www.cartoonstudies.org/index.php/programs/summer-workshops/
http://www.cartoonstudies.org/index.php/programs/summer-workshops/
http://www.cartoonstudies.org/index.php/programs/summer-workshops/

Author Visits

Jo KnowleS
S.S. Taylor
Rachel Carter
Doris weeks
Jane Manning
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with Jo Knowles!
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Rachel Carter, author of the So
Close to You trilogy
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Vermont Author Contacts

http://librarieS.vermont.
gov/Sites/libraries/fileS/cbec/ProgramDirect
oryl2.pdf

http://libraries.vermont.
gov/sites/libraries/files/cbec/vermontauthor
illustratorlt pdf



http://libraries.vermont.gov/sites/libraries/files/cbec/ProgramDirectory12.pdf
http://libraries.vermont.gov/sites/libraries/files/cbec/ProgramDirectory12.pdf
http://libraries.vermont.gov/sites/libraries/files/cbec/ProgramDirectory12.pdf
http://libraries.vermont.gov/sites/libraries/files/cbec/ProgramDirectory12.pdf
http://libraries.vermont.gov/sites/libraries/files/cbec/vermontauthorillustrator14.pdf
http://libraries.vermont.gov/sites/libraries/files/cbec/vermontauthorillustrator14.pdf
http://libraries.vermont.gov/sites/libraries/files/cbec/vermontauthorillustrator14.pdf
http://libraries.vermont.gov/sites/libraries/files/cbec/vermontauthorillustrator14.pdf

Skyping with Authors

Some authors offer free 15-20
minute Skype Sessions with book
clubs and classes.

http://www.katemeSSner.com/authorS-who-
Skype-with-classes-book-clubsS-for-free/



http://www.katemessner.com/authors-who-skype-with-classes-book-clubs-for-free/
http://www.katemessner.com/authors-who-skype-with-classes-book-clubs-for-free/
http://www.katemessner.com/authors-who-skype-with-classes-book-clubs-for-free/

Some
Great
writing
BooksS!

&

DON'T
FORGET
WRITE

R { ' A()‘

Adventor ..wf..

VT
‘l

AR H’ORDPLAY

Q

apen- ended writing apmamb
ENCOURAGEMENT FRoM
WRITERS AND rosrs

b i r
b ¥y
b i r




Excerpt from the Golden Nugget:

The next day he went to the
Plainville Public Library. He
brought his rock with him to see
if it was a golden nugget or not.
He walked up to her and asked.
She smiled and said, “It sure is.”






